
HOUSE BILL REPORT
ESB 5014

As Passed House - Amended:
April 10, 2003

Title: An act relating to public water projects.

Brief Description: Authorizing a new subaccount in the public works assistance account.

Sponsors: By Senator Honeyford.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Capital Budget: 3/20/03, 3/27/03 [DPA].
Floor Activity:

Passed House - Amended: 4/10/03, 95-0.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill
(As Amended by House)

· A subaccount is created in the Public Works Assistance Account to receive
money to fund water storage projects and water systems facilities. The
subaccount keeps its interest earned (rather than the interest going to the
General Fund).

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CAPITAL BUDGET

Majority Report: Do pass as amended. Signed by 23 members: Representatives
Dunshee, Chair; Hunt, Vice Chair; Alexander, Ranking Minority Member; Priest,
Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Armstrong, Benson, Blake, Bush, Chase,
Flannigan, Hankins, Hinkle, Kirby, Lantz, McIntire, Morrell, Newhouse, O’Brien,
Orcutt, Schoesler, Simpson, Veloria and Woods.

Staff: Charlie Gavigan (786-7340).

Background:

The Public Works Assistance Account, commonly known as the Public Works Trust
Fund, was created by the Legislature in 1985 to provide a source of loan funds to assist
local governments and special purpose districts with infrastructure projects. The Public

House Bill Report ESB 5014- 1 -



Works Board, within the Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development,
is authorized to make low-interest or interest-free loans from the account to finance the
repair, replacement, or improvement of the following public works systems: bridges;
roads; water and sewage systems; and solid waste and recycling facilities. All local
governments except port districts and school districts are eligible to receive loans. In
addition to construction projects, the Public Works Assistance Account can also be used
for emergency loans, preconstruction loans, and capital facility planning loans.

The interest earned on accounts in the State Treasury goes to the General Fund unless a
statute states otherwise.

Summary of Amended Bill:

A subaccount is created in the Public Works Assistance Account (for the Public Works
Trust Fund) to receive money to fund water storage projects and water systems facilities.
Any projects funded by the subaccount must follow the competitive bid requirements
applicable to Public Works Trust Fund projects. The subaccount is administered by the
Public Works Board and is separate from the other programs managed by the Public
Works Board. The interest earned on the subaccount is deposited in the subaccount.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date of Amended Bill: The bill contains an emergency clause and takes effect
immediately.

Testimony For: The bill creates a subaccount to handle appropriations for water storage
and water systems facilities projects that is managed by an agency with a good track
record in this area.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: Senator Honeyford, prime sponsor.
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